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1.

Submit to Appropriate Federal Agency:
Office of the General Counsel
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Office of the Chief Counsel
1300 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
CBP Weslaco Station
1501 E. Expressway 83
Weslaco, TX 78559

Office of the Principal Legal Advisor
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
500 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20024
2.

Claimant’s Personal Representatives:
Joseph Anderson, Esq.
Americans for Immigrant Justice
3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 400
Miami, Florida 33137
305-573-1106 ext. 1080
janderson@aijustice.org

6.

Date and Day of Accident:
On and about

8.

Losmin Jimenez, Esq.
Americans for Immigrant Justice
3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 400
Miami, Florida 33137
305-573-1106 ext. 1380
ljimenez@aijustice.org

2013.

Basis of Claim:

On or about
, 2013,
, was taken into custody by United
States Customs and Border Protection (CBP), in McAllen, Texas.
is a
twenty-one year old man. He was handcuffed and his possessions, including a sweater and MP3
player confiscated by CBP. Taken into custody at the same time was his cousin,
was told by a CBP officer that he was being taken to a “hielera,” translated
in English to mean the “freezer,” “icebox” or “refrigerator.” He was then transported, upon
information and belief, to the CBP Weslaco Station, in the CBP Rio Grande Valley Sector.
There, he was placed in what the CBP officer had meant by “hielera”: a small, freezing cold cell
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document was, a CBP officer told him it was for his “deportation.” After hearing this,
refused to sign and said he would not sign because he was afraid to go back to
his country. The CBP officer replied that if
would not sign, “I will send
you to federal prison.”
became upset and began crying. The CBP officer
began laughing and mocked him.
persisted in not signing and the CBP
officer had him taken back to the hielera and told him as he would be sent to federal prison.
During the two days that
was incarcerated in the hieleras, the actions of the
CBP officers who: (1) detained him; (2) oversaw him in detention; and (3) attempted to coerce
him into signing the order for expedited removal, were known to those CBP officers’ supervisors
and colleagues. Yet, upon information and belief, these supervisors and colleagues took no
action to stop, correct or amend the unlawful and harmful action of their colleagues.
By intentionally, unlawfully, and in bad faith detaining
under these
unlawful and harmful conditions, and by unlawfully and intentionally attempting to coerce him
to sign a document he did not comprehend that detrimentally and materially affected him, the
officers and agents described above committed the following common law torts: negligent
hiring, negligent retention, negligent training, intentional infliction of emotional distress, and
negligence. The actions of the officers and agents described above also committed the following
torts under Texas law: abuse, civil conspiracy, neglect, and extortion.
9.

Property damage: No property was damaged.

10.

Nature and Extent of injury: As a result of the unlawful treatment of
he suffered severe, substantial and continuing emotional distress and, potentially,
lasting psychological harm.
11.

Witnesses:
(a)

(b)
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