
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

___________________________________ 
      ) 
AMERICAN-ARAB ANTI-   ) 
DISCRIMINATION COMMITTEE,  )   Civil Action No. 1:17-cv-00708-CRC 
      ) 
  Plaintiff,   ) 
      ) 

v.     ) 
      ) 
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER  ) 
PROTECTION,    ) 
      ) 
  Defendant.   ) 
      ) 
___________________________________  ) 
 

ANSWER 
 

 Defendant U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) hereby answers the numbered 

paragraphs of Plaintiff’s complaint, ECF No. 1 (“Complaint”), in the above-captioned action.   

1. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of Plaintiff’s characterization 

of its Complaint, to which no response is required. 

2. Defendant admits the allegations contained in the first sentence of this paragraph.  

As to the allegations contained in the second sentence of this paragraph, Defendant admits that 

approved Global Entry travelers prepare to enter the United States through automatic kiosks at 

select airports.  Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to what 

Plaintiff characterizes as “normal,” and denies the remainder of the allegations to the extent they 

suggest that approved Global Entry travelers may not be selected for further examination upon 

entering the United States. 

3. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 
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4. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to what 

Plaintiff has documented.  The remainder of the allegations contained in this paragraph do not set 

forth a claim for relief or aver facts in support of a claim to which a response is required. 

5. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to what 

Plaintiff has documented.  The remainder of the allegations contained in this paragraph do not set 

forth a claim for relief or aver facts in support of a claim to which a response is required. 

6. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to what 

Plaintiff has documented.  The remainder of the allegations contained in this paragraph do not set 

forth a claim for relief or aver facts in support of a claim to which a response is required. 

7. Defendant admits that Plaintiff filed a FOIA request with Defendant on March 8, 

2017 and a “corrected” FOIA request with Defendant on March 9, 2017.  The remainder of the 

allegations contained in this paragraph consist of Plaintiff’s characterization of its initial and 

“corrected” FOIA requests, which does not require a response.  To the extent a response is 

deemed required, Defendant avers that a true and correct copy of the initial and “corrected” 

requests received by Defendant are attached to Plaintiff’s Notice of Filing Exhibits to Complaint, 

ECF No. 2, as Exhibits A and C respectively, and respectfully refers the Court to the requests for 

a full and accurate statement of their contents. 

8. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of Plaintiff’s characterization 

of its initial and “corrected” FOIA requests of March 8, 2017 and March 9, 2017, respectively, 

which does not require a response.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant avers 

that a true and correct copy of the initial and “corrected” requests received by Defendant are 

attached to Plaintiff’s Notice of Filing Exhibits to Complaint, ECF No. 2, as Exhibits A and C 
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respectively, and respectfully refers the Court to the requests for a full and accurate statement of 

their contents. 

9. Defendant admits that it has not released records responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA 

requests since acknowledging their receipt and that it has not provided Plaintiffs with an 

estimated time by which responsive records will be released.  The remaining allegations 

contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions, to which no response is required.   

10. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of Plaintiff’s characterization 

of the relief requested in its Complaint, to which no response is required. 

11. The allegations contained in the first and second sentence of this paragraph 

consist of legal conclusions regarding jurisdiction, to which no response is required.  The 

allegations contained in the third sentence of this paragraph consist of legal conclusions 

regarding venue, to which no response is required. 

12. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations in this paragraph. 

13. Defendant admits the allegations contained in the first sentence of this paragraph.  

The allegations contained in the second sentence of this paragraph consist of legal conclusions, 

to which no response is required. 

14. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions, to which 

no response is required.   

15. Admitted. 

16. Admitted.  

17. Admitted.   
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18. The allegations contained in this paragraph consists of Plaintiff’s characterization 

of its “corrected” FOIA requests of March 9, 2017, which does not require a response.  To the 

extent a response is deemed required, Defendant avers that a true and correct copy of the 

“corrected” request received by Defendant is attached to Plaintiff’s Notice of Filing Exhibits to 

Complaint, ECF No. 2, as Exhibit C, and respectfully refers the Court to the request for a full and 

accurate statement of its contents. 

19. Admitted.  

20. Defendant admits that it has not released records responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA 

requests since acknowledging their receipt.  The remaining allegations contained in this 

paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which no response is required.  

21. This paragraph incorporates and re-alleges paragraphs 1 through 20 of the 

Complaint.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant refers the Court to its 

responses to paragraphs 1 through 20 of the Complaint. 

22. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which 

no response is required.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant denies the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 

23. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which 

no response is required.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant denies the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 

24. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which 

no response is required.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant denies the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 
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25. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which 

no response is required.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant denies the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 

26. This paragraph sets forth legal conclusions to which no response is required. 

27. This paragraph incorporates and re-alleges paragraphs 1 through 26 of the 

Complaint.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant refers the Court to its 

responses to paragraphs 1 through 26 of the Complaint. 

28. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which 

no response is required.  To the extent a response is deemed required, Defendant denies the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 

29. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 

30. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations contained in this paragraph. 

31. The allegations contained in this paragraph consist of legal conclusions to which 

no response is required. 

32. Defendant admits that it did not complete its processing of either of Plaintiff’s 

FOIA requests within ten days of its receipt. 

The remaining paragraph of the Complaint contains Plaintiff’s requested relief, to which 

no response is required. 

Defendant hereby denies all allegations of the Complaint not otherwise specifically 

answered above. 
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DATED:  July 3, 2017              Respectfully submitted, 
 

                                         CHAD A. READLER 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
 
ELIZABETH J. SHAPIRO 
Deputy Director, Federal Programs Branch                                              
 
  /s/ Chetan A. Patil        
CHETAN A. PATIL 
Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice   
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
20 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20530 
Tel.: (202) 305-4968 
Fax: (202) 616-8470 
Email: chetan.patil@usdoj.gov 
 
Attorneys for Defendant  
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
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